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DETAILED ACTION 
Remark 

1 . Claims 23-29 have been added, and claims 1-5, and 7-29 are pending for reconsideration. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 and 7-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it t in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



4. Claims 8 5 16, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. Regarding claims 8, 16, and 20, the broadcast program search automatically switch to 
different broadcast media is not defined in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, and 7-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldschmidt Iki et al. "Goldschmidt" (U.S. 6,594,825) in view of Kondo et al. "Kondo"(U.S. 
Patent No. 6,763,522 Bl). 

Regarding claims 1 , 22 and 28-29, Goldschmidt teaches, "receiving an identical 
broadcasting program" by disclosing in figure 1, system controller 104 of system 100 receives 
programming input from cable 124, satellite 126, and broadcast 134 (Col. 4, lines 38-44). 
Goldschmidt teaches, searching and outputting a broadcasting program identical to a received 
broadcasting program from multiplex broadcasting media on the basis of a source ID of the 
received broadcasting program received from broadcasting medium by disclosing in figure 3, the 
process of receiving a program selection [302], identifying alternative versions [304] (i.e., higher 
quality and picture) of the program by searching EPG 212 for additional entries having the same 
identifier or "source ID", providing the user with alternate versions selections[310], receiving an 
alternate selection [312] and tuning to the selected version [314] (Col. 6, line 22 - Col. 7, line 
1 8). Goldschmidt teaches, displaying channel information related to the searched identical 
broadcasting program when the identical broadcasting program is searched from the multiplex 
broadcasting media (3 10 - figure 3; Col. 6, line 67 - Col. 7, line 5). Goldschmidt further 
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discloses program selection controller 208 provides the user with the alternate versions of the 
program [310] and the results are then displayed in a separate box or window on the display 
device or by overlaying the current video display with the options (Col. 7, lines 5-1 1). 

Goldschmidt does not teach the step of searching and outputting a broadcast program 
"wherein the program of the channel selected by a user from a plurality of different multiplex 
broadcast media on the basis of source ID and the program being searched for are identical 
programs of an identical version"; however, Kondo, in an analogous art, teaches a method for 
searching and identifying same programs or identical programs of an identical version in order to 
control the delivery and reduce number of requests and number of playback (refer to Fig. 1 for an 
overview system, col. 5/lines 12-30 for a plurality of sources cable 6, satellite 7 & desktop box 8 
and de-multiplexor 12) together with the disclosure on the source ID for locating the programs in 
the database (Fig. 3 and col. 9/lines 1-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidth's system 
with Kondo's detailed teaching technique as disclosed in order to search for identical programs 
of identical version. The motivation for doing this is to identify and quickly locate identical 
programs with identical versions in order to provide the user a quick response on user's request 
whether a same program being delivered in major channels, minor channels and/or alternate 
major or alternate minor channel as taught by Kondo (col. 6/line 41 to col. 7/line 3). 

As for Claim 2, Goldschmidt teaches, wherein the identical broadcasting program is 
outputted by searching a broadcasting program having the same source ID of the received 
broadcasting program by disclosing program selection controller 208 searches through the data 
of EPG 212 for alternate versions of the initial program selection made [302 - figure 3] by 
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searching EPG 212 for additional entries having the same identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, lines 
35-53). 

As for Claim 3, Goldschmidt teaches, selecting whether a broadcasting medium of the 
searched identical broadcasting program is to be converted by reporting the searched identical 
broadcasting program to a user (310, 312, 314 - figure 3; Col. 6, line 67 - Col. 7, line 15). 
Goldschmidt discloses program selection controller 208 provides the user with the alternate 
versions of the program. The results can be displayed in a separate box or window on the display 
device or by overlaying the current video display with the options (Col. 6, line 67 - Col. 7, line 
5). 

As for Claim 4, Goldschmidt teaches, "wherein the source ID is read from a channel 
information database" by disclosing alternate versions of the program are found by searching 
EPG 212 or "channel information database" for the program identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, 
lines 47-50). 

As for Claim 5, Goldschmidt teaches displaying a message to viewers when alternate 
versions of a program are identified (Col. 6, line 67 - Col. 7, line 5). 
However, Goldschmidt fails to disclose displaying a message that there is no identical 
broadcasting program, when the identical broadcasting program does not exist after searching the 
multiplex broadcasting media. The examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well 
known in the art to display informational messages to a user to provide notification and 
information related to the result of the search of identical programming, particularly when there 
is no identical programming presently available. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidt in order to 
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display a message that there is no identical broadcasting program, when the identical 
broadcasting program does not exist after searching the multiplex broadcasting media for the 
benefit of providing a user-friendly message that notifies the viewer that the identical broadcast 
program was not found. 

(Claim 6 was canceled). 

As for Claim 7, Goldschmidt teaches, wherein the related channel information is 
information about the broadcasting media, which includes, numbers of channels in which the 
identical broadcasting program is transmitted by disclosing program selection controller 208 
displays all the characteristics for each version to allow the user make an informed decision as 
the which version is preferred (Col. 7, lines 5-8). Goldschmidt further teaches any of the 
information stored in the EPG can be uses as a basis for distinguishing between different 
versions of a program (Col. 8, lines 48-52). 

As for Claim 8 (in view of rejection 1 12 first paragraph above), Goldschmidt teaches, 
wherein the searching step is performed automatically in case the broadcasting signals of the 
received broadcasting program are in poor quality or in case broadcasting signals having high 
sound quality or picture quality are requested by disclosing after the user selects a program 
[302], program selection controller 208 will automatically search for alternate versions of the 
requested program [304] (Col. 6, lines 23-53). Further, characteristics 414 are used in 
determining which of the multiple versions of a program is to be displayed to a user. Examples 
of characteristics include type of audio support and screen format (Col. 8, lines 23-52). 
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Regarding Claim 9, Goldschmidt teaches, receiving an identical broadcasting program by 
disclosing in figure 1, system controller 104 of system 100 receives programming input from 
cable 124, satellite 126, and broadcast 134 (Col. 4, lines 38-44). 
Goldschmidt teaches, reading a source ID of a broadcasting program transmitted from a 
broadcasting medium by disclosing different versions of a program are identified by searching 
entries having the same identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, lines 47-50). 

Goldschmidt teaches, searching for a broadcasting program having source ID identical to 
the read source ID from multiplex media so as to locate a broadcasting program identical to the 
transmitted broadcasting program by disclosing alternate versions of the requested program are 
identified by searching entries having the identical identifier or "source ID" and the alternate 
versions of a program may be from different sources or "multiplex media" (Col. 6, lines 47-53). 
Goldschmidt teaches, receiving a selection indicating whether a broadcasting medium of the 
searched identical broadcasting program is to be converted or not by reporting the searching 
result to a user (312, 314 — figure 3; Col. 7, lines 12-15). Goldschmidt discloses the program 
selection controller 208 provides the user with the alternate versions to allow the user to make a 
choice (Col. 6, line 66 — Col. 7, line 17). 

Goldschmidt teaches, displaying information about the broadcasting media and a 
number of a channel in which the searched identical broadcasting program is carried if 
the identical broadcasting program is located (310 — figure 3; Col. 6, line 67 — Col. 7, line 5). 
Goldschmidt further discloses program selection controller 208 provides the user with the 
alternate versions of the program [310] and the results are then displayed in a separate box or 
window on the display device or by overlaying the current video display with the options (Col. 7, 
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lines 2-5). Further, program selection controller 208. displays all the characteristics for each 
version to allow the user to make an informed decision as to which version are preferred (Col. 7, 
lines 5-11). Examples of characteristics to be displayed as shown in figure 4 include source 
identifier 402 (also known as channel number), channel transport medium 404, channel audio 
support 406, program characteristics 414, etc. 

Goldschmidt does not clearly teach the step of searching programs for "identical 
programs... by reading source ID"; however, Kondo, in an analogous art, teaches a method for 
searching and identifying same programs or identical programs of an identical version in order to 
control the delivery and reduce number of requests and number of playback (refer to Fig. 1 for an 
overview system, col. 5/lines 12-30 for a plurality of sources cable 6, satellite 7 & desktop box 8 
and de-multiplexor 12) together with the disclosure on the source ID for locating the programs in 
the database (Fig. 3 and col. 9/lines 1-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidth's system 
with Kondo's detailed teaching technique as disclosed in order to search for identical programs 
of identical version. The motivation for doing this is to identify and quickly locate identical 
programs with identical versions in order to provide the user a quick response on user's request 
whether a same program being delivered in major channels, minor channels and/or alternate 
major or alternate minor channel as taught by Kondo (col. 6/line 41 to col. 7/line 3). 

As for Claim 10, Goldschmidt teaches, "wherein the source ID is read from a channel 
information database" by disclosing searching EPG 212 or "channel information database" for 
additional entries having the same identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, lines 47-50). 
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As for Claim 11, Goldschmidt teaches, converting a current channel to the channel in 
which the searched identical broadcasting program is carried using a channel information 
database of the corresponding medium in response to the selection received in the receiving step 
by disclosing program selection controller 208 waits to receive a user selection of one of the 
versions and system 200 then "tunes" to the appropriate source and/or channel for the selected 
version (Col. 7, lines 12-15). Furthermore, when the results of the search are displayed to the 
user, all the characteristics are shown in order to allow the user to make an informed decision. 
The characteristics that are displayed are shown in EPG 400 (figure 4), so the broadcast 
information that is necessary to be shown, is retrieved from EPG 212 or "channel information 
database". 

However, Goldschmidt fails to discloses reporting a searching result if the searching step 
indicates there is no identical broadcasting program does not exist after searching the source ID. 
The examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art-to display 
informational messages to a user to provide notification and information related to the result of 
the search of identical programming, particularly when there is no identical programming 
presently available. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidt in order to report a search result if the 
searching step indicates that there is no identical broadcast program for the benefit of providing a 
user-friendly message that notifies the viewer that the identical broadcast program was not 
found. 
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Regarding Claim 12, Goldschmidt teaches an apparatus (100 — figure 1) for receiving an 
identical broadcasting program, in a device for outputting an image signal or voice signal by 
receiving broadcasting signal through multiplex broadcasting media" by disclosing apparatus 
100 in figure 1 includes, system controller 104 which receives broadcasting programming from 
multiple inputs (i.e., cable, satellite, terrestrial) within system 100, which outputs the signal to 
TV 102. Goldschmidt teaches, an identical broadcasting program searching unit (206 — figure 
2) for searching a channel having an identical broadcast program as a program of a channel 
selected by a user (Col. 5, lines 44-63). Disclosed, EPG controller 206 is used to access EPG 212 
to search for multiple versions of the requested program (Col. 5, lines 44-63). 
Goldschmidt teaches, a channel selection unit (208 — figure 2) for selecting a broadcasting 
signal corresponding to the searched channel (Col. 5, lines 55-63). Disclosed, program selection 
controller 208 or "channel selection unit", selects which of the multiple versions is to be 
displayed to the user after searching EPG 212 or "channel information database". Program 
selection controller 208 may also allow a user to select which version of the requested program 
will be displayed (Col. 6, line 66 — Col. 7, line 1 1). 

Goldschmidt teaches, displaying channel information related to the identical broadcasting 
program when the identical broadcasting program is searched from the multiplex broadcasting 
media (310 — figure 3; Col. 6, line 67 — Col. 7, line 5). Goldschmidt further discloses program 
selection controller 208 provides the user with the alternate versions of the program [310) and 
the results are then displayed in a separate box or window on the display device or by overlaying 
the current video display with the options (Col. 7, lines 5-11). 
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Goldschmidt does not teach the step of searching programs "wherein the program of the 
channel selected by the user and the program being searched for are identical programs of an 
identical version" (as pre-amended); however, Kondo, in an analogous art, teaches a method for 
searching and identifying same programs or identical programs of an identical version in order to 
control the delivery and reduce number of requests and number of playback (refer to Fig. 1 for an 
overview system, col. 5/lines 12-30 for a plurality of sources cable 6, satellite 7 & desktop box 8 
and de-multiplexor 12) together with the disclosure on the source ID for locating the programs in 
the database (Fig. 3 and col. 9/lines 1-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidth's system 
with Kondo's detailed teaching technique as disclosed in order to search for identical programs 
of identical version. The motivation for doing this is to identify and quickly locate identical 
programs with identical versions in order to provide the user a quick response on user's request 
whether a same program being delivered in major channels, minor channels and/or alternate 
major or alternate minor channel as taught by Kondo (col. 6/line 41 to col. 7/line 3). 

As for Claim 13, Goldschmidt teaches, wherein the identical broadcasting program 
searching unit (206 — figure 2) searches a broadcasting program having a same source ID as a 
source ID of the program of the channel selected by the user, from the multiplex broadcasting 
media by disclosing program selection controller 208 requests EPG controller 206 to search 
through the data of EPG 212 for different versions of a program by searching EPG 212 for 
additional entries having the same identifier or "source ID" (Col. 5, lines 51-54 and Col. 6, lines 
35-53). Goldschmidt further teaches program selection controller 208 or "channel selecting unit" 
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accesses EPG 212 "channel information database" via EPG controller 206 or "identical 
broadcasting program searching unit" (Col. 5, lines 58-60). 

As for Claim 14, Goldschmidt teaches "wherein the channel selection unit selects the 
broadcasting signal selected by the user" by disclosing program selection controller 208 or 
"channel selection unit" provides the user with alternate versions of the program, then waits for 
the user to make a selection and tunes to the selected version (Col. 7, lines 5-18). 

As for Claim 15, Goldschmidt teaches "a channel information database for storing 
channel information corresponding to the multiplex broadcasting media" by disclosing EPG 212 
or "channel information database" is used by program selection controller 208 via EPG controller 
206 to search through the data for alternate versions of the currently displayed program (Col. 6, 
lines 38-53). 

As for Claim 16 (in view of rejection 1 12 first paragraph above), Goldschmidt teaches, 
wherein the identical broadcasting program searching unit searches the multiplex broadcasting 
media to receive broadcasting signals which are poor or broadcasting signals having high sound 
quality or picture quality by disclosing program selection controller 208 utilizes user preferences 
214 (preferred viewing options or characteristics) in selecting multiple versions of a program 
(Col. 5, line 64 - Col. 6, line 8). Program selection controller 208 via EPG controller 206 or 
"identical broadcasting program searching unit" searches EPG 212 for characteristics 414, which 
can be used in determining which of multiple versions of a program is to be displayed to a user. 
Examples of characteristics include type of audio support and screen format (Col. 8, Tines 23- 
52). Goldschmidt teaches any information stored in the EPG can be used as a basis for 
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distinguishing between different versions of a program, which would include the source 
identifier 402 or "channel number". 

Regarding Claim 17, Goldschmidt discloses an apparatus (100 — figure 1) for receiving 
an identical broadcasting program by disclosing in figure 1, system controller 104 of system 100 
receives programming input from cable 124, satellite 126, and broadcast 134 (Col. 4, lines 38- 
44). Goldschmidt teaches, a channel selection unit (208 — figure 2) for selecting a broadcasting 
signal of a channel selected by a user by disclosing program selection controller 208 or "channel 
selection unit", tunes to the appropriate source and channel for the selected version [step 3141 
(Col. 6, line 66 — Col. 7, lines 15). Goldschmidt teaches a channel information database (212 — 
figure 2) for storing channel information corresponding to the multiplex broadcasting media by 
disclosing EPG 212 or "channel information database" is used by program selection controller 
208 via EPG controller 206 to search through the data for alternate versions of the currently 
displayed program (Col. 6, lines 38-53). 

Goldschmidt teaches, an identical broadcasting program searching unit (206 — figure 2) 
for searching a channel in which an identical broadcasting program corresponding to the 
broadcasting program of the channel selected by the user is transmitted from the multiplex 
broadcasting media by comparing the channel selected by the user and the channel information 
stored in the channel information database by disclosing EPG controller 206 or "identical 
broadcasting program searching unit", which is used to access EPG 212 to search for multiple 
versions of programs that have identical identifiers to the program requested by the user (Col. 5, 
lines 44-63). Goldschmidt further teaches program selection controller 208 accesses EPG 212 via 
EPG controller 206 (Col. 5, lines 58-60). Further, program selection controller 208 searches 
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through the data in EPG 212 via EPG controller 206 to identify different versions of program by 
searching EPG 212 for additional entries having the same identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, lines 
35-53). 

Goldschmidt teaches, a microcomputer (204 — figure 2) for outputting the control signal 
for converting the channel selected by the user into the searched channel" by disclosing device 
controller 204 or "microcomputer" is used to control the various components within the 
entertainment system and controls commands to change the various parameters of the 
components (Col. 5, lines 38-43). 

Goldschmidt teaches, wherein the microcontroller (204 — figure 2) displays channel 
information related to the identical broadcasting program on a monitor (102 — figure 1) when 
the identical broadcasting program is searched from the multiplex broadcasting media by the 
identical broadcast search unit (206 — figure 2) (Col. 6, line 66 — Col. 7, line 15). Goldschmidt 
discloses device controller 204 controls all the various components. Further, program selection 
controller 208, which is controlled by device controller 204 or "microcomputer", provides the 
user with the alternate version options of the program [310] and the results are then displayed in 
a separate box or window on the display device or by overlaying the current video display with 
the options (Col. 7, lines 5-1 1). 

Goldschmidt does not teach the step of searching programs "wherein the program of the 
channel selected by the user and the program being searched for are identical programs of an 
identical version"; however, Kondo, in an analogous art, teaches a method for searching and 
identifying same programs or identical programs of an identical version in order to control the 
delivery and reduce number of requests and number of playback (refer to Fig. 1 for an overview 
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system, col. 5/lines 12-30 for a plurality of sources cable 6, satellite 7 & desktop box 8 and de- 
multiplexor 12) together with the disclosure on the source ID for locating the programs in the 
database (Fig. 3 and col. 9/lines 1-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldschmidth's system with 
Kondo's detailed teaching technique as disclosed in order to search for identical programs of 
identical version and the de-multiplexor. The motivation for doing this is to identify and quickly 
locate identical programs with identical versions in order to provide the user a quick response on 
user's request whether a same program being delivered in major channels, minor channels and/or 
alternate major or alternate minor channel as taught by Kondo (col. 6/line 41 to col. 7/line 3) and 
the disclosure of a demultiplexer for separating image and voice signals in the selected 
broadcasting signal and a decoding unit for decoding and outputting the separated image and 
voice signals. 

As for Claim 1 8, Goldschmidt teaches "wherein the channel selection unit selects the 
broadcasting program corresponding to the channel selected by the user" by disclosing program 
selection controller is used to select which of the multiple versions is to be displayed to the user 
(Col. 5, lines 60-61): 

As for Claim 19, Goldschmidt teaches "wherein the identical broadcasting program 
searching unit searches the identical broadcasting program from the multiplex broadcasting 
media" by disclosing program selection controller 208 searches EPG 212 via EPG controller 206 
for different versions of a program having the same identifier (Col. 6, lines 35-53). 
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However, Goldschmidt fails to teach performing the search if a channel conversion signal 
is outputted from a remote controller or another input unit is received. The examiner gives 
Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to provide a user with a remote control 
that comprises a button that will provide a signal to the receiver to perform an assigned 
operation, like performing a search of an EPG to find identical programming. Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Goldschmidt and Schneidewend in order to include a remote control or input device that 
would facilitate initiation of searching the EPG for identical programming for the benefit of 
providing the user with the ability to use a user- friendly device to indicate the desire for alternate 
versions of programming. 

As for Claim 20 (in view of rejection 112 first paragraph above), Goldschmidt teaches 
"wherein the identical broadcasting program searching unit searches the identical broadcasting 
program to receive broadcasting signals which are poor or broadcasting signals having high 
sound quality or picture quality" by disclosing program selection controller 208 utilizes user 
preferences 214 (preferred viewing options or characteristics) in selecting multiple versions of a 
program (Col. 5, line 64 — Col. 6, line 8). Program selection controller 208 via EPG controller 
206 or "identical broadcasting program searching unit" searches EPG 212 by searching for 
entries with the same identifier (e.g., movie title or sitcom name). Further, program selection 
controller 208 via EPG controller 206 or "identical broadcasting program searching unit" can 
search EPG 212 for characteristics 414, which can be used in determining which of multiple 
versions of a program is to be displayed to a user. Examples of characteristics 414 can include 
the type of audio support and screen format (Col. 8, lines 23-52). Goldschmidt teaches any 
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information stored in the EPG can be used as a basis for distinguishing between different 
versions of a program, which would include the program description 412 or "broadcast 
program". 

As for Claim 21, Goldschmidt teaches wherein the identical broadcasting program 
searching unit (206 — figure 2) searches a broadcasting program having a same source ID as a 
source ID of the broadcasting program of the channel selected by the user from the multiplex 
broadcasting media by disclosing program selection controller 208 searches through the data of 
EPG 212 via a service request to EPG controller 206 (Col. 5, lines 51-54), for alternate versions 
of the user's requested program by searching EPG 212 for additional entries having the same 
identifier or "source ID" (Col. 6, lines 35-53). Goldschmidt further teaches program selection 
controller 208 or "channel selecting unit" accesses EPG 212 "channel information database" via 
EPG controller 206 or "identical broadcasting program searching unit" (Col. 5, lines 58-60). 
Goldschmidt further teaches alternate versions of a program may be from different sources 
(Cable, Satellite, UHF, etc.). 

As for claims 23-27, these claims refer to the searching in response to a viewer's request 
for multiple broadcast media searching, and Kondo teaches these features for searching and 
identifying same programs or identical programs of an identical version in order to control the 
delivery and reduce number of requests and number of playback (refer to Fig. 1 for an overview 
system, col. 5/lines 12-30 for a plurality of sources cable 6, satellite 7 & desktop box 8 and de- 
multiplexor 12) together with the disclosure on the source ID for locating the programs in the 
database (Fig. 3 and col. 9/lines 1-31). Kondo further teaches on how to identify and quickly 
locate identical programs with identical versions in order to provide the user a quick response on 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,773 Page 1 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

user's request whether a same program being delivered in major channels, minor channels and/or 
alternate major or alternate minor channel as taught by Kondo (col. 6/line 41 to col. 7/line 3). 



Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand deliveries must 6e made to Customer Service Window, 
(Randolph (Building, 401 <Dubny Street, Alexandria, Vfi 22314. 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,773 



Page 19 



Art Unit: 2623 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to "Krista" Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller, can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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